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DETAILED ACTION 

This office action is in response to the Amendment filed on November 2, 2007. Claims 
10-12 are pending in the current application. Applicants' arguments have been carefully 
considered, but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. Accordingly, this 
action has been made FINAL. All previously outstanding objections and rejections to the 
Applicant's disclosure and claims not contained in this Action have been respectfully 
withdrawn by the Examiner hereto. 

Response to Amendment 

1 . Amendment to the specification overcomes the previous objection to the 
specification. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 10 and 12 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Drawings 

3. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) 
because they include the following reference character(s) not mentioned in the 
description: 1, 2, 3, and 9 of Figure 2. Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 
CFR 1.121(d), or amendment to the specification to add the reference character(s) in 
the description In compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(b) are required in reply to the Office 
action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing 
sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the 
sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. Each drawing sheet submitted after the 
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filing date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement 
Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121 (d). If the changes are not accepted by 
the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective 
action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in 
abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action; 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in wtiich the invention was made. 

5. Claims 10-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
United States Patent 6,539,360 B1 to Kadaba in view of United States Patent 
Application 2002/0095454 A1 to Reed et al. (hereinafter Reed), and further in view of 
United States Patent 6,047,264 to Fisher et al (hereinafter Fisher). 

6. As to claim 10, Kadaba teaches the invention substantially as claimed including a 
method for the transmission of notifications by a notification component to users of an 
electronic parcel compartment system within a postal shipping system, comprising: 

transmitting (e.g. uploading) data from at least one database (data stored on 
Hard Drive 34, Fig. 2) to a central sending component (e.g. step 104, Fig. 3, the pre- 
alert files are uploaded via the Intranet interface 48, Fig. 2, to the Intranet Web Site 54, 
Fig. 2), 
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converting (e.g. generating) the data in the central sending component into 
notification information (e.g. an alert) (an alert is generated at step 119, Fig. 3, to 
initiate a problem solving effort by the Exception Center 1 1 , Fig. 1 , the alert may be 
sent to appropriate carrier personnel by signal to the fault alert pager 74, Fig. 2, col. 9, 
lines 29-32), and 

transmitting (e.g. signaling) the notification information to a communication 
interface (Pager Interface 70, Fig. 2, connects the Central Computer System 15, Fig. 2, 
to Pagers 72, Fig. 2, carried by customers (consignors or consignees) col. 6, lines 54- 
56) and from the communication interface to at least one receiving device (e.g. 
Customer Pager 72, Fig. 2, step 1 16, Fig. 3, the carrier can notify the customer directly 
by e-mail, or by signal to the Customer Pager 72, Fig. 2, col. 9, lines 16-18), 

storing notification jobs (e.g. "pre-alert files") in a storage module (e.g. Internet 
Web Site, 65, Fig. 2) (step 107, Fig. 3, the pre-alert files are updated as the packages 
are scanned whenever they are handled at a consolidation point, the arrival, presence, 
and departure or the package, as well as any noted exceptions, are posted to the 
Internet Web Site 65, Fig. 2, col. 8, lines 6-10) and transmitting at least some of the 
requests for the transmission of notifications (e.g. updates pre-alert files) by a control 
circuit (e.g. Central Computer 15, Fig. 2) to the storage module (e.g. Internet Web Site, 
65, Fig. 2) (Central Computer 15, Fig. 2, updates the pre-alert files on the Intranet Web 
Site 54, Fig. 2, with information downloaded from the Internet Site 65, Fig. 2, col. 8, 
lines 15-17), and 
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acquiring (e.g. consolidating and sorting) the notification jobs contained in the 
storage module (e.g. PLD data) by a reading module (step 103, Fig. 3, the PLD data 
received from each consignor is consolidated and sorted into region-specific files, each 
of which is sorted by district and destination postal code, these files are referred to 
herein as "pre-alert files", col. 7, lines 33-37) and transmitting the notification jobs to 
the central sending component (step 104, Fig. 3, the pre-alert files are uploaded via the 
Intranet Interface 48, Fig. 2, to the Intranet Web Site 54, Fig. 2, col. 7, lines 38-39), 

transmitting (e.g. emailing) the information for creating jobs (e.g. PLD Information 
for creating "pre-alert files", col. 7, line is transmitted to the control circuit (e.g. Computer 
15, Fig. 2) via an external interface (e.g. step 101, Fig. 3, the Computer 15, Fig. 2, 
receives PLD infomiation via e-mail from the Consignor Computer 17, Fig. 2, for 
packages being shipped on that day, col. 7, lines 25-27), 

whereby the information (e.g. PLD Information and "pre-alert files") depends on 
events (e.g. shipping or package status updates) within the electronic parcel 
compartment system (PLD Data (e.g. package status) includes the source address or 
postal code for the package, a reference or tracking number, the final destination 
address and postal code, the package weight, the level of service and rate applied to 
the package, the value of the contents, customer codes or description of the contents, 
hazardous material identification, special handling requirements, and other pertinent 
infomnation related to the package, any of these items of information can be transmitted 
to or made available to personnel at downstream consolidation points, to the consignor, 
and to the consignee, col. 7, lines 5-15, the pre-alert files are updated as the packages 
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are scanned whenever they are handled at a consolidation point, the arrival, presence, 
and departure or the package, as well as any noted exceptions (e.g. shipping status), 
are posted to the Internet Web Site 65, Fig. 2, col. 8, lines 6-10), and 

the events (e.g. package status updates on package scan) triggering defined, 
definable or variable processing steps (e.g. update to pre-alert files) by the notification 
component (step 107, Fig. 3, the pre-alert files are updated as the packages are 
scanned whenever they are handled at a consolidation point, the arrival, presence, and 
departure or the package, as well as any noted exceptions, are posted to the internet 
Web Site 65, Fig. 2, col. 8. lines 6-1 0). 

Kadaba does not explicitly disclose categorizing the events in classes and 

transmitting the notifications to at least one user for whom the event is defined to be 

pertinent. 

However Reed teaches categorizing the events in classes (Event 116 class, Fig. 
3, is an abstract class defining the attributes for Scheduled Events 117, Fig. 3 and 
logged events 118, Fig. 3, paragraph [0140]). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified the PLD Data of Kadaba with the teachings of 
Events from Reed because this feature would have provided a mechanism to track 
System events for purposes of accumulated statistics, tracking user or communications 
object activity, documenting errors, providing payment transaction receipts (paragraph 
[0140] of Reed), and coordination of package deliveries over a physical 
cohimunications network such as a postal network (paragraph [0531] of Reed). 
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In addition Fisher teaches transmitting the notifications to at least one user for 
whom the event is defined to be pertinent (col. 3, lines 7-9 and 30-32). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified the carrier of pre-alert file with the teachings of 
status receiver from Fisher because this feature would have provided a mechanism for 
when the transit status, location, or other relevant information changes, the system 
automatically composes and transmits an electronic mail message to the customer, 
informing the customer of the status of the shipment (col. 2, lines 14-18 of Fisher). 

7. As to claim 1 1 , Kabada teaches the method of claim 10, comprising using at 
least one template (e.g. pre-defined standards, col. 9, line 28), the central sending 
component converting (e.g. generating) the data transmitted from the database into the 
notification information (Bl) (e.g. an alert) (an alert is generated at step 119, Fig. 3, to 
initiate a problem solving effort by the Exception Center 11, Fig. 1, the alert may be sent 
to appropriate carrier personnel by signal to the fault alert pager 74, Fig. 2, col. 9, lines 
29-32). 

8. As to claim 12, this claim is rejected for the same reason as claim 10, see the 
rejection to claim 10 above. 
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Conclusion 

9. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is renf)inded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to KimbleAnn Verdi whose telephone number is (571) 270- 
1654. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:30am-5:00pm EST.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, William Thomson can be reached on (571) 272-3718. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned Is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

January 31, 2008 
KV 




